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Greetings Sunnyside!

By Krista Robinson, SUNI President
As the newly elected President of SUNI,
I am honored to follow in the footsteps
of Linda Carabajal, President for the
past two years. Many thanks to Linda
for her passion, commitment, guidance,
and friendship during her years of
service to SUNI. A big thank you is also
in order for retiring board member Jake
Jakubowski, a founding member of
SUNI and past President, and also
Tracy Towle, board member for the past
two years. The SUNI board for this
upcoming year is Krista Robinson
(President), Keith Howard (Vice
President), Karen Becker (Treasurer),
Lucy Cook (Correspondence Secretary),
Rose Rodriguez (Recording Secretary),
Alice Gomez, Andrew Novick, Anthony
Rodriguez, Sean Gerdes, Standish
Lawder, Dan Montoya, and Louis
Silletto.
I am looking forward to getting to know
many more Sunnyside residents and

working hard on the issues that affect
our neighborhood. I come to SUNI
with a background in education and
community activism. I am a Program
Manager and teacher at a non-profit
community arts center that provides
after school programs for youth in the
East Colfax corridor of Aurora. Our
focus is to help kids in this high risk
area develop creative expression and
personal voice in their community
through the arts. I became involved
with SUNI as Co-chair (with my partner
Alan Jones) of the Cell Tower
Committee, a strong and passionate
group committed to this important
issue featured in the following pages. I
hope to see many of you at the SUNI
neighborhood meeting on June 14th.
Please feel free to contact me at any
time with questions or comments,
suni@sunnysidedenver.org. Have a
great summer!

SUNI General Meeting

Wednesday, June 14, 7:00pm
Smedley Elementary School, 4250 Shoshone St.
The June 14 SUNI meeting, with
presentation from the US 36
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
group, will give residents a chance to
understand the alternatives that are still
being considered for (among other
things) the location of the Commuter
Rail Maintenance Facility and the type of
equipment (whether diesel or electric) to
be used on the commuter rail lines. We
will also learn about the US 36 Highway
alternatives, and about the schedule for
future decisions. The EIS process is

www.sunnysidedenver.org
news@sunnyside-denver.org
303-455-8335

moving forward, and it is important for
RTD to hear the views of
residents. Public comments are noted,
and they become part of the EIS. RTD
really needs to hear from us, and we
can influence the eventual decisions.
Also on the evening’s agenda: Meet
the 2006 SUNI Board, hear from the
Cell Tower Committee, greet new
neighbors. SUNI is a great way to get
involved in YOUR neighborhood. We
hope to see you June 14th!

Enchanted
Gardens of NW
Denver Tour,

June 10

303-433-4983
SUNI General
Meeting

June 14

Flag Day

June 14

Father’s Day

June 18

1st Day of
Summer!

June 21

Independence
Day

July 4

SUNI Board
Meeting

July 19

Sunnyside United
Neighbors, Inc (SUNI) is
a nonprofit volunteer
organization composed of
residents, businesses, schools
and churches that reside or
are located within the
boundaries of the Sunnyside
neighborhood in Historic
Northwest Denver.
Our intent is for a group of
people of diverse cultural and
socioeconomic backgrounds to
join together in harmony,
mutual respect and peace with
the purpose of planning and
building for the future,
improving the present and
preserving and restoring the
past of the Sunnyside
neighborhood.
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Cell Towers in Sunnyside
By Krista Robinson, Alan Jones
Cell Tower Committee

T-Mobile is targeting
Sunnyside and greater
Northwest Denver to install
several 50 foot cell phone
towers. Other wireless
companies will follow.

Why should you care?
What can you do?
As part of this community, you should
be aware of the issues at stake. While
federal laws support wireless companies
installing towers in neighborhoods to
enhance cell coverage, these wireless
companies cannot be granted “eminent
domain.” In order to install a cell tower
or roof-mounted antenna, wireless
companies have to find someone willing
to lease part of their property for the
tower/antenna. The main concern is
that cell towers impact the entire
neighborhood while only benefiting the
property owner hosting the tower and
the company’s (T-Mobile in this case)
cell subscribers in our area. Also, other
competitive wireless companies will
follow. There are currently no
government regulations limiting the
number of towers that can be installed in
one neighborhood. This flyer is meant
to increase awareness of issues
surrounding cell towers/antennas and
how they affect our community:
Property values: T-Mobile leases are
typically at least 30 years in length with
options to renew. If you lease your
property for a tower, you may decide
that you do not want the tower before
the 30 years is up (for example, to
change or expand your building, or in
order to sell your property). However,
breaking a contract with a wireless
carrier can be extremely difficult due to
the legal costs involved. Cell towers
have the potential to impact property
values for neighbors immediately
surrounding the tower. Lawsuits from
neighbors may also be a risk if they are
not properly notified.

Potential health affects: There is
evidence both pro and con that cell
towers/antennas pose health risks
(especially for children) due to the
constant low-level radiation that they
emit. Unfortunately, there have not
been enough independent studies (not
funded by wireless companies) done to
provide conclusive data. You have to
decide if it is worth the risk for you and
your family.
Dealing with a potential eyesore:
There are many new designs available
to attempt to conceal cell towers (clock
towers, pine trees, etc.). However,
Wireless companies may or may not
work with community members to
develop the best design for the tower,
the base structure, and the 15’ x 25’
space for the utility cabinet needed to
operate the tower. Cell towers,
especially poorly designed towers, can
degrade our neighborhood character
(see the tower at 32nd and Wyandot).
The SUNI (Sunnyside United
Neighbors, Inc.) Cell Tower Committee
is currently working with City Council
representatives Judy Montero and Rick
Garcia to initiate a ‘Northwest Denver
Telecommunications Installations Plan’
that includes:
*mapping existing towers and
antennas in Northwest Denver,
*developing design standards for future
towers in terms of neighborhood
character,
*educating business property owners
and residents about cell towers,
*developing a plan for tower colocation and/or limiting the number of
towers in this area.
Please contact us for more information
or if you would like to be a part of
developing this Plan:
SUNI-telecom@hotmail.com

Neighborhood
Resources…
To be connected with
resources and staff with the
City and County of Denver,
visit their website at
www.denvergov.org.
Links include:
Denver Parks & Recreation
Code Enforcement
Streets & Gutters
Animal Control
Police Non Emergency Hotline
The Sunnyside Office,
303-455-8335 or
www.sunnysidedenver.org is
another great location to visit
frequently for resources
including:
Graffiti Hotline
Neighborhood Inspection
Services
Important Neighborhood Issues
School Statistics
SUNI Membership Application!
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Sunnyside Cell Tower Location Survey
As a result of the Federal Telecommunications Act, wireless companies are able to install cell towers in residential
neighborhoods. Currently, T-Mobile is looking for a location in the Sunnyside neighborhood to install a 50 foot tower.
Because leases for cell towers typically last 30 years or more, this tower will be a permanent part of our community.
The SUNI Cell Tower Committee is taking steps to gather residents’ input into this important issue - please take a
moment to fill out this survey and return it by Friday, June 23rd. You can return your survey answers any of the
following ways:
Email: suni@sunnysidedenver.org
Mail: SUNI, PO Box 11381, Denver CO, 80211
Cafe Café, 2339 W. 44th Ave

Survey drop boxes:

Gelman’s Gourmet Market, 2911 W 38th Ave
1)

Should cell towers be located on commercial properties or residential properties?
_____Commercial Properties

2)

_____Residential Properties

_____Either

Where in Sunnyside do YOU feel that a cell tower will be least intrusive to the community, and/or benefit the
community most? Please list your top three zone locations, using the quadrant numbers on the map below:
1st Choice: ________

2nd Choice: ________

3rd Choice: ________

3)

Currently, T-Mobile wants to install a tower in the area within the bold boundaries shown on the map below.
Please write in the intersection or block within the desired area you feel is the best location for this tower:
______________________________________________________________________

4)

What type of design would you like to see for the 50 foot T-Mobile cell tower? (Please circle one.)
Clock tower

Fake pine tree

Light pole

Historic marker

Other: ________________
Thank you again for your time and thoughts on this important issue.

Boundaries
1
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Sunnyside
North: I-70
South: 38th Avenue
East: Inca Street

T-Mobile Desired Area

West: Federal Boulevard

5
6

7

T-Mobile Desired Area
8

North: 46th Avenue
South: 42nd Avenue

9
38th Avenue

East: Tejon Street
10
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12

West: Clay Street
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Thank you…
Past Board members, Sponsors,
Underwriters and dedicated SUNI
Members!
Welcome aboard…
2006 SUNI Board members, Sponsors,
Underwriters and New SUNI Members!

Para recibir una copia de este boletín y la encuesta sobre la ubicación de la Torre Celular en la
urbanizacion de Sunnyside en español, llama por favor la oficina de SUNI en 303-455-8335 o
pase por el Conflict Center: 4140 Tejon St para llenar la encuesta.

SUNNYSIDE MEMBERSHIP

Happy
Summer!
Summer Camp Starting Soon!
Ten dollars is all it costs to attend one week of camp this
summer! This cost includes food, cabins, transportation, and all
activities. Camp is sponsored by the Wilfley Boys & Girls Clubs at
4595 Navajo St. Please call 303-477-5912 to sign up or visit the
Wilfley Boys & Girls Club. Summer applications for basketball and
all seasonal activities are also being taken. For more information on
camp, which starts on June 12, contact the Boys & Girls Club
Monday through Friday, 2:30pm to 9:00pm. Summer hours start in
June, 9:00am to 5:00pm.

Name________________________
Address______________________
Phone________________________
E-mail________________________

Annual Membership For:
☼Senior

$ 5.00

☼Individual

$12.00

☼Family

$20.00

☼Outside Sunnyside $20.00
☼Underwriter Gold
Silver
Bronze
Mail to:

SUNI
P.O. Box 11381
Denver, CO 80211

